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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

The Tasman Safer Speeds (TaSS) Trial entails default speed limit in the Tasman municipality 

being reduced from 100 km/h to 90 km/h on sealed default roads and from 100km/h to 80 

km/h on gravel roads. The trial commenced on 19 December 2008 and was scheduled to run 

for a minimum of 12 months. 

 

The Monash University Accident Research Centre is evaluating the TaSS trial at three levels: 

(i) community knowledge of and attitude to speed limits;  

(ii) drivers’ compliance with speed limits; and  

(iii) crash data analysis to identify possible safety benefits.  

Measurements have been obtained in both the Tasman and Break O’Day municipalities, with 

the latter serving as a control municipality. The impact of the new speed limits has been 

assessed in terms of possible changes between baseline measurements and measurements 

obtained approximately twelve months after the start of the trial. 

 

The purpose of this report is to describe baseline community knowledge and attitudes, 

compliance with the existing speed limit of 100 km/h on both sealed and gravel roads and 

prevailing crash trends in both municipalities. 

 

Key results are: 

 

 the speed reductions met with substantial community acceptance, with: 

- 97.0% of Tasman respondents either supporting the 80 km/h limit on gravel roads 

or wanting lower speeds; and 

- 80.5% of Tasman respondents either supporting the 90 km/h limit on sealed roads 

or wanting lower speeds.  

 while the 90 km/h speed limit on sealed road has resulted in reduced driver 

compliance, overall mean free travel speeds fell by 2.4 km/h and the reductions were 

most noticeable at the higher travel speeds; and 

 the reduced speeds could not be meaningfully analysed for their possible impact on 

crashes. 
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1. Background 

The following overview of the Tasman Safer Speeds (TaSS) trial has been adapted from a 

tender document prepared by the Land Transport Safety Policy Branch, Department of 

Infrastructure, Energy and Resources (dated 15 December 2008). 

Title: Tasman Safer Speeds Trial 

Objective: 

 

The overall aim is to launch a trial of safer speeds on rural 

roads in the Tasman municipality. Specific objectives are to: 

 reduce the number and severity of crashes in the area; 

 determine the level of community knowledge of and 

attitudes to speed limits; and  

 measure drivers compliance with speed limits. 

 

Scope: 

 

The trial will entail the rural default speed limit (100km/h) in  

the Tasman municipality being reduced to: 

 80 km/h on gravel roads; and 

 90 km/h on sealed roads. 

The trial commenced on 19 December 2008 and is scheduled 

to run for a minimum of 12 months. 

 
 

2. Evaluation Procedures 
 

The Monash University Accident Research Centre (MUARC) has been contracted to design 

and conduct the evaluation of the trial, which will occur at three levels: 

 

 assessing community knowledge of and attitude to speed limits; 

 measuring drivers’ compliance with speed limits; and 

 analysing crash data to identify possible safety benefits. 

 

The evaluation is being conducted in the Tasman municipality and in a control municipality, 

Break O’Day, to detect possible changes in these three measures twelve months after 

commencement of the trial. 

 

2.1 Community knowledge of and attitude to speed limits 

 

The baseline telephone survey was conducted in the Tasman and Break O’Day municipalities 

5-10 December 2008 by Enterprise Marketing Research Services (EMRS). The second 

survey (hereafter referred to as the twelve-month survey) was conducted on 12 and 13 April 

2010, again by EMRS. Both surveys measured respondents’ knowledge of and attitude to the 

prevailing speed limits – with complete data having been obtained from 200 respondents in 

each municipality in each survey.  The original survey format (slightly amended for the 

twelve-month follow-up) is given in Attachment 1. 
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2.2 Drivers’ compliance with speed limits 

 

It was initially intended that vehicle speed measurements would be obtained from sites in 

each municipality before and twelve months after the commencement of the trial, to 

demonstrate possible changes in free travel speeds on both sealed roads and gravel roads. 

However road engineers reported that there were no sites on gravel roads suitable for setting 

up speed measurement devices. 

 

Accordingly, six sites on sealed roads in each municipality have been selected for baseline 

and twelve-month speed measurements. Baseline measurements were obtained from 11-18 

November 2008 in the Tasman municipality and from 11-18 December 2008 in the Break 

O’Day municipality. Twelve-month measurements were obtained from 22 February-2 March 

2010 in the Tasman municipality and from 23 February-3 March 2010 in the Break O’Day 

municipality
1
. 

 

Comparison of the baseline and twelve-month measurements to identify possible changes in 

vehicle speeds and speed distributions must be treated with caution, at least for the following 

reasons: 

 

 the baseline and twelve-month speed measurements were obtained in different months of 

the year; 

 the different sites per road category may not be sufficiently homogeneous to justify 

collapsing into general categories; and 

 no account has been taken of changes in other conditions across the two periods (for 

example, changes to road conditions).  

 

All speed measurements have been accepted at face value.   

 

2.3 Crash levels 

 

For this report and for each municipality, two sets of crash data were provided by DIER: 

 

 for the three calendar years 2006-08, referred to as baseline data; 

 for the twelve-month period January-December 2009, referred to as twelve-month data. 

 

Given the small crash numbers in both municipalities, it was decided to use a three-year 

baseline period to increase the possibility of discerning statistically significant changes 

associated with the trial. However, to facilitate direct comparison between the two crash sets, 

the baseline crash levels have been shown as annual averages for the period 2006-08 All 

testing for statistical significance has been based on crash frequencies rather than annual 

averages. 

3. Purpose of Report 
 

This report aims to describe the extent of change twelve months after the implementation of 

the new speed limits in the Tasman municipality in regard to: (a) baseline community 

knowledge of and attitudes to the new limits; (b) compliance with the prevailing speed limits; 

and (c) crash levels. 

                                                 
1
 As apparent from the given dates, more than twelve months elapsed from the time of the first speed 

measurements. The fact that the baseline and twelve-month measurements were taken at different times of the 

year may have implications for traffic characteristics. 
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4. Results 
 

4.1 Community acceptance of speed changes 

 

A detailed analysis of the baseline and twelve-month surveys of respondents’ knowledge of 

and attitudes to prevailing speed limits is given in Attachment 2.  

 

In summary and relative to trends in the Break O’Day municipality, the reduction in the 

speed limit from 100 km/h to 80 km/h on gravel roads in the Tasman municipality was 

associated with: 

 

 greater community knowledge of the reduced speed limit and this increase in 

knowledge was statistically significant; 

 a substantial growth in community acceptance of the reduced speed limit and this 

increase in acceptance was statistically significant; and 

 97.0% of all respondents either supporting the introduction of the reduced speed limit 

or wanting further reductions. 

 

In summary and relative to trends in the Break O’Day municipality, the reduction in the 

speed limit from 100 km/h to 90 km/h on most sealed rural roads in the Tasman municipality 

was associated with: 

 

 a constant high level of awareness of the reduced speed limit; 

 an indicative increase in community acceptance of the reduced speed limit; 

 80.5% of all respondents either supporting the introduction of the reduced speed limit 

or wanting further reductions 

 

4.2 Drivers’ compliance with set speed limits 

 

For this report, speed analyses have been restricted to free travel speeds where it has been 

assumed that the changes in the speed limits will have the most obvious impact. In round 

terms, three-quarters of all vehicles had free travel speeds.  

 

Changes in mean free travel speeds 

 

Table 1 shows for each site, the baseline and twelve-month mean free travel speeds for sealed 

roads in the Tasman and Break O’Day municipalities. 
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TABLE 1:  Mean free travel speeds at the twelve sites for the baseline and twelve-month periods. 

Location 

no 

Mean free travel speeds Standard 

deviation 

No. of vehicles 

Base-

line 

Twelve-

month 

% 

Change  

Base-

line 

Twelve-

month 

Base-

line 

Twelve-

month 

 Sealed roads - Tasman 

1 82.3 82.5 0.2 13.3 12.9 4447 6135 

2 87.4 85.2 -2.5 12.1 11.1 5027 6210 

3 85.9 82.9 -3.5 11.8 10.6 3580 4730 

4 86.8 84.1 -3.1 11.9 10.6 3168 4103 

5 90.9 83.8 -7.8 14.3 12.6 1910 2937 

6 87.6 88.7 1.3 14.7 12.6 2278 2361 

S/total 86.3 84.2 -2.4 13.1 11.8 20410 26476 

 Sealed roads – Break O’Day 

7 89.4 91.6 2.5 13.3 12.2 2335 3358 

8 94.4 96.7 2.4 14.3 12.5 2358 3287 

9 83.5 81.8 -2.0 10.2 10.8 5493 6744 

10 83.3 81.9 -1.7 10.7 11.1 5305 6112 

11 93.1 93.7 0.6 9.7 9.9 3495 4123 

12 94.1 91.6 -2.7 10.5 11.8 3667 4370 

S/total 88.4 88.0 -0.5 12.1 12.7 22653 27994 

NOTE: ‘Free travel speed’ has been based on a headway of 5.0 seconds or greater. 

 Speed measurements pertain to travel in either direction at the specified sites.  

 ‘% change’ is the change in the twelve-month mean travel speed, expressed as a proportion of the 

baseline mean travel speed. A negative % change indicates a reduced speed over the course of the 

Demonstration. 

 

Considering the changes in mean free travel speeds at sites on sealed roads after twelve 

months: 

 

 in the Tasman municipality, four of the six sites showed decreases in mean free travel 

speeds while two sites showed increases. For most sites, changes in mean free travel 

speeds between the baseline and twelve-month periods amounted at most to only a 

few percentage points. Overall, there was a 2.1-kilometre reduction in mean free 

travel speeds; and 

 in the Break O’Day municipality, three of the six sites showed decreases in mean free 

travel speeds while three sites showed increases. Overall, there was a 0.4-kilometre 

reduction in mean free travel speeds. 

 

Changes in free travel speed distributions 

 

Figures 1 and 2 show the baseline and twelve-month distributions of free travel speeds on 

sealed roads in the Tasman and Break O’Day municipalities, respectively. 
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Figure 1: Baseline and twelve-month free travel 
speeds on sealed roads, Tasman municipality.
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Figure 2: Baseline and twelve-month free travel 
speeds on sealed roads, Break O’Daymunicipality.

Baseline

12-months

The extent of compliance with the posted speed on sealed roads in Tasman fell from 88 

percent in the baseline period (when the speed limit was 100 km/h) to 73 percent after twelve 

months (when the speed limit was 90 km/h). Speed compliance in Break O’Day where the 

limit remained at 100 km/h was constant at 85 percent. 

 

The reduced speed limit in Tasman was also accompanied by a modest change in the overall 

speed distribution, whereby the proportion of drivers at the highest speeds was reduced: the 

proportion travelling above 90 km/h fell from 36 percent in the baseline period to 27 percent 

in the twelve-month period. In contrast, the free travel speed distribution in the Break O’Day 

municipality remained effectively constant 

 

Changes in proportions of vehicles with free travel speeds 

 

Table 2 shows the proportions of vehicles with free travel speeds, as reflected in the baseline 

and twelve-month measurements taken at the twelve sites in the two municipalities. 
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TABLE 2:  Proportion of vehicles with free travel speeds at the twelve sites measured for the baseline 

and twelve-month periods. 

Location 

no. 

% vehicles travelling freely No. all vehicles 

Baseline  Twelve-month Baseline  Twelve-month 

Sealed roads - Tasman 

1 67.0 69.4 6636 8836 

2 76.3 71.6 6585 8671 

3 83.3 78.0 4298 6066 

4 81.3 76.4 3899 5373 

5 90.7 87.5 2107 3357 

6 91.0 89.7 2504 2632 

All sites 78.4 75.8 26029 34935 

Sealed roads  - Break O’Day 

7 91.7 87.0 2545 3858 

8 91.1 87.9 2588 3741 

9 77.1 73.5 7121 9179 

10 75.2 68.9 7057 8871 

11 84.0 81.9 4163 5032 

12 80.2 85.8 4197 5092 

All sites 81.9 78.3 27671 35773 

NOTE: ‘Free travel speed’ has been based on a headway of 5.0 seconds or greater. 

 Speed measurements pertain to travel in either direction at the specified sites.  

  

Ten of the twelve sites showed reductions (usually of five or less percentage points) in the 

proportion of vehicles with free travel speeds across the twelve months. Given that the 

overall fall in the proportion of vehicles with free travel speeds was slightly greater in the 

Break O’Day municipality, it is reasonable to conclude that the reduced speed limits in 

Tasman were not responsible for fewer drivers able to choose their travel speeds.   

 

4.3 Safety benefits of the changed speed limits 
 

Baseline and twelve-month crash numbers per road type for both municipalities are presented 

in Table 3. 
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Table 3:  Baseline and twelve-month crash numbers for the Tasman and Break O’Day municipalities on 

(a) gravel roads and (b) sealed rural roads, 2006-08 and 2009. 

Tasman Break O’Day 

Speed zone Casualty 

crashes only 

All crashes Speed zone Casualty 

crashes only 

All crashes 

Gravel roads 

Baseline:  

100 km/h, 

2006-08 

1 2 100 km/h, 

2006-08 

6 

 

10 

Twelve-

month:  

80 km/h, 

2009  

0 1 100 km/h, 

2009 

8 11 

Sealed rural roads 

Baseline:  

100 km/h, 

2006-08 

6 15 100 km/h, 

2006-08 

17 35 

Twelve-

month:  

90 km/h, 

2009  

5 9 100 km/h, 

2009 

19 35 

 Source:  provided by DIER at 25 February 2010. 

Note: Baseline crash numbers have been expressed as rounded annual averages. 

 

Casualty and all crashes on gravel roads and on sealed roads in the Tasman municipality 

reduced over the twelve-month period, whereas crashes in the Break O’Day municipality 

either increased or stayed constant. However, the very small crash numbers prevent any 

meaningful conclusions being drawn. 

5. Summary 
 

The TaSS trial is now underway, with default speed limits on gravel roads reduced from 100 

km/h to 80km/h and default speed limits on sealed rural roads reduced from 100 km/h to 

90km/h.  

Baseline measures have been obtained in the Tasman municipality and a control 

municipality, Break O’Day, to assess:  

- community knowledge of and attitude to speed limits; 

- drivers’ compliance with set speed limits; and  

- possible changes in crash levels.  

Baseline measures have been compared with equivalent measures obtained approximately 

twelve months after the trial to determine the impact of the reduced speeds in the Tasman 

municipality. 

 

Key results are: 

 

 the speed reductions met with substantial community acceptance, with: 

- 97.0% of Tasman respondents either supporting the 80 km/h limit on gravel roads 

or wanting lower speeds; and 

- 80.5% of Tasman respondents either supporting the 90 km/h limit on sealed roads 

or wanting lower speeds.  
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 while the 90 km/h speed limit on sealed road has resulted in reduced driver 

compliance, overall mean free travel speeds fell by 2.4 km/h and the reductions were 

most noticeable at the higher travel speeds; and 

 the reduced speeds could not be meaningfully analysed for their possible impact on 

crashes. 
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ATTACHMENT 1: Baseline Survey Form, December 2008 
 

1. Interview Number 

 

2. Interviewer 

 

3. Phone Number 

4. Municipality 

1. Tasman 

2. Break O’Day 

 

5. Town/Suburb 6. Gender 

1. Male 

2. Female 

7. First name 

 

  

  

Good Afternoon, evening 

This is … from the research company EMRS ringing on behalf of the Department of Infrastructure, Energy and 

Resources.  The Department is seeking to gather information about the knowledge and the views of people in 

your Council area about road speed limits. 

Are you a current car driver and if so would you be willing to help me by answering 4 or 5 questions? 

 

IF THE RESPONDENT IS NOT A DRIVER ASK IF THERE IS SOMEONE ELSE IN THE HOUSE AT THE 

MOMENT WHO COULD HELP. 

 

IF THERE IS NO DRIVER ABLE TO HELP TERMINATE WITH THANKS. 

 

1. Approximately how many years have you been 

driving?   

1. Less than 5 years 

2. 5 years but less than 10 

3. 10 years but less than 15 

4. 15 years but less than 20 

5. 20 years but less than 25 

6. 25 years but less than 30 

7. 30 years but less than 40 

8. 40 years but less than 50 

9. 50 years but less than 60 

10 60 years or more 

11. Unsure PROBE 

2. What is the current maximum speed limit on 

sealed rural roads in your municipality? 

1. Don’t know 

2. 110 km/h 

3. 100 km/h 

4. 90 km/h 

5. 80 km/h 

6. Unsure 

7. Other (specify) 

2A Other RECORD VERBATIM 

 

3. To the best of your knowledge, has this 

maximum speed limit been changed within the 

last 12 months. 

1. Yes 

2. No 

3. Unsure 

 

 

4. What is the current maximum speed limit on 

gravel roads in your municipality? 

1. Don’t know 

2. 110 km/h 

3. 100 km/h 

4. 90 km/h 

5. 80 km/h 

6. Unsure 

7. Other (specify) 

4A Other RECORD VERBATIM 

 

5. To the best of your knowledge, has this 

maximum speed limit on gravel roads been 

changed within the last 12 months? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

3. Unsure 

6. The current speed limit on most sealed rural roads in your council area is 100km/h? 
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Do you think this is an appropriate speed limit? 1. Yes 

2. No 

3. Unsure 

7. What makes you say that? RECORD VERBATIM 

PROBE FOR THE REASONS 

 

 

8. The current speed limit on most gravel roads in your council area is 100 km/h? 

Do you think this is an appropriate speed limit? 1. Yes 

2. No 

3. Unsure 

9. What makes you say that? RECORD VERBATIM 

PROBE FOR THE REASONS 

 

 

10. Do you live within 3 kms of a post office? 1. Yes 

2. No 

3. Unsure 

11.  Are you… 1. 18 to 24 years 

2. 25 to 34 years 

3. 35 to 44 years 

4. 45 to 54 years 

5. 55 to 69 years 

6. 70 years or over 

12. Which of the following best describes your 

household? 

1. Single, never married 

2. A couple with no children 

3. Family, no children over 16 

4. Family, children over 16 at home 

5. Married, no children at home 

6. Widowed 

7. Sole parent 

8. Separated or divorced 

13. Would you describe yourself as being.. 1. Employed full time or self employed 

2. Employed on a part time basis 

3. Engaged in home duties 

4. Retired or on a pension 

5. Unemployed 

6. A student 

 

Thank you for helping us with the Survey, which has been conducted for the Department of 

Infrastructure, Energy and Resources.  Just to remind you than my name is Jane from the research firm 

EMRS.  EMRS is bound by national privacy legislation that respects the rights of all respondents.  If 

you have any questions about this survey please ring my supervisor on 62 111 222. 

I certify that this interview has been complete fully and accurately according to the ESOMAR Code of 

Professional Conduct. 

 

……………………………………..INTERVIEWER……………………..DATE 

 

………………………….TIME COMPLETED…..………………………TOTAL TIME (MINS) 
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ATTACHMENT 2: Detailed Report on the Baseline and 
Twelve-Month Surveys 
 

1. Respondent characteristics - age 

 

Because of possible telephone survey biases, the samples used in the evaluation cannot be 

guaranteed to be representative of the overall populations. The following table shows the age 

of respondents
2
 in the baseline and twelve-month surveys in both municipalities, compared to 

the age structure for the overall populations (based on Australian Bureau of Statistics data)
3
. 

 
Age  Baseline survey Twelve-month survey In population 2006 

Tasman Break 

O'Day 

Tasman Break 

O'Day 

Tasman Break 

O'Day 

18 to 24 years 6 3 4 8 118 344 

3.0% 1.5% 2.0% 4.0% 6.3% 7.0% 

25 to 34 years 12 24 22 34 215 529 

6.0% 12.0% 11.0% 17.0% 11.4% 10.8% 

35 to 44 years 28 41 30 43 306 827 

14.0% 20.5% 15.0% 21.5% 16.3% 16.9% 

45 to 54 years 49 42 46 39 431 1001 

24.5% 21.0% 23.0% 19.5% 22.9% 20.4% 

55 to 69 years 63 58 61 46 547 1431 

31.5% 29.0% 30.5% 23.0% 29.1% 29.2% 

70 years and 

over 

42 32 37 30 264 764 

21.0% 16.0% 18.5% 15.0% 14.0% 15.6% 

Total 
200 200 200 200 1881 4896 

100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 

 

Comment:  

 

For the Tasman municipality, both surveys over-sampled residents aged from 55 years 

onwards – and conversely, under-sampled residents aged less than 35 years. For Break 

O’Day, the age-related differences between the samples and the population showed greater 

variation across the two surveys. 

                                                 
2
 Comparisons of gender of survey respondents with population data have also been made. However the 

differences at most amounted only to a few percentage points and have been judged to be inconsequential.  
3
 Population data obtainable from: 

http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/Latestproducts/LGA65210Population/People12002-

2006?opendocument&tabname=Summary&prodno=LGA65210; and 

http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/Latestproducts/LGA60210Population/People12002-

2006?opendocument&tabname=Summary&prodno=LGA60210. 

 

 
 

http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/Latestproducts/LGA65210Population/People12002-2006?opendocument&tabname=Summary&prodno=LGA65210;
http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/Latestproducts/LGA65210Population/People12002-2006?opendocument&tabname=Summary&prodno=LGA65210;
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/Latestproducts/LGA60210Population/People12002-2006?opendocument&tabname=Summary&prodno=LGA60210
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/Latestproducts/LGA60210Population/People12002-2006?opendocument&tabname=Summary&prodno=LGA60210
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2. Knowledge of and attitude towards speed limits on gravel roads 

 

 Knowledge of the current limit  
 

Maximum 

speed limit on 

gravel roads 

in your 

municipality? 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  Baseline survey Twelve-month survey 

  Tasman Break O’Day Tasman Break O’Day 

100 km/h 

  

Count 
48 44 8 59 

%  
24.0% 22.0% 4.0% 29.5% 

80 km/h 

  

Count 
43 53 146 51 

%  
21.5% 26.5% 73.0% 25.5% 

60 km/h 

  

Count 
19 18 16 18 

%  
9.5% 9.0% 8.0% 9.0% 

50 km/h 

  

Count 
6 5 3 9 

%  
3.0% 2.5% 1.5% 4.5% 

Other speed Count 28 7 16 4 

%  14.0% 3.5% 8.0% 2.0% 

Don't know 

  

Count 
56 73 11 59 

%  
28.0% 36.5% 5.5% 29.5% 

Total 

  

Count 200 200 200 200 

%  100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 

 

Comment:  

 

In the baseline survey, only small proportions of respondents in the Tasman and Break 

O’Day municipalities were able to correctly nominate the maximum speed limit of 100 km/h 

on gravel roads (24.0% and 22.0%, respectively). When the limit was reduced to 80 km/h in 

Tasman, 73% were able to nominate the new limit.  The proportion of respondents who 

correctly nominated 100km/h as the default speed limit in Break O’Day increased slightly to 

29.5%. 

 

It may be concluded that the introduction of the reduced speed limit in the Tasman 

municipality was associated with greater community knowledge of the prevailing speed limit 

on gravel roads – and this increase in knowledge was statistically significant (odds ratio = 

2.27, 95%CI 1.32-3.9). 

 Attitudes towards the current speed limit 

 Baseline survey Twelve-month survey 

Tasman Break O’Day Tasman Break O’Day 

Do you think 100/80 km/h 

on gravel roads is an 

appropriate speed limit? 

  

  

Yes 
19 37 120 43 

  
9.5% 18.5% 60.0% 21.5% 

No 
172 152 76 153 

    
86.0% 76.0% 38.0% 76.5% 

  Unsure 
9 11 4 4 

    
4.5% 5.5% 2.0% 2.0% 

Total 200 200 200 200 

  100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
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Comment:  

 

In the baseline survey, very small proportions of respondents in the Tasman and Break 

O’Day municipalities considered the prevailing speed limit of 100 km/h on gravel roads to be 

appropriate (9.5% and 18.5%, respectively).  

When the limit was reduced to 80 km/h in Tasman only, 60.0% of respondents considered the 

new limit to be appropriate.  In Break O’Day, 21.5% of respondents viewed the unchanged 

limit of 100 km/h as appropriate. 

 

It may be concluded that the introduction of the reduced speed limit in the Tasman 

municipality was associated with a substantial growth in community acceptance – this 

increase in acceptance was statistically significant (odds ratio = 5.43, 95%CI 2.7-11.0). 

 

 Desired direction of change for the current limit 

 
 Baseline survey Twelve-month survey 

Tasman Break O’Day Tasman Break O’Day 

Do you think that the 

maximum speed limit on 

gravel roads should be 

higher or lower than at 

present? 

  

  

  

Higher 
1 3 2 0 

  
0.6% 2.0% 2.6% 0.0% 

Lower 
164 148 74 151 

  
95.3% 97.4% 97.4% 98.7% 

  Unsure 
7 1 0 2 

    
4.1% .7% 0.0% 1.3% 

Total 172 152 76 153 

  100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 

 

Comment:  

Almost all of those Tasman respondents who viewed the new limit of 80 km/h to be 

inappropriate, considered that it should be lowered further – this level of 97.4% being 

comparable to the proportion of Break O’Day respondents (98.7%) who wanted a lowering of 

the 100 km/h limit in their municipality. 

 

Overall, 97.0% of all respondents in the Tasman municipality either supported the 

introduction of the reduced speed limit or wanted further reductions. 
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3. Knowledge of and attitude towards speed limits on most sealed rural roads  

 

 Knowledge of the current limit 
 

 Baseline survey Twelve-month survey 

Tasman Break O’Day Tasman Break O’Day 

Maximum speed limit 

on most sealed rural 

roads in your 

municipality? 

  

  

  

110 km/h 
6 8 2 8 

  
3.0% 4.0% 1.0% 4.0% 

100 km/h 
144 140 24 146 

 
72.0% 70.0% 12.0% 73.0% 

90 km/h 
6 0 151 3 

 
3.0% 0.0% 75.5% 1.5% 

80 km/h 
24 29 11 23 

  
12.0% 14.5% 5.5% 11.5% 

  60 km/h 
4 9 5 9 

    
2.0% 4.5% 2.5% 4.5% 

  50 km/h 
6 9 2 11 

    
3.0% 4.5% 1.0% 5.5% 

 Other speed 6 1 2 0 

  3.0% 0.5% 1.0% 0.0% 

  Don't know 
4 4 3 0 

    
2.0% 2.0% 1.5% 0.0% 

Total 200 200 200 200 

  100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 

 

Comment:  

 

In the baseline survey, most respondents in the Tasman and Break O’Day municipalities were 

able to correctly nominate the maximum speed limit of 100 km/h on sealed rural roads 

(72.0.0% and 70.0%, respectively).  

 

When the limit was reduced to 90 km/h in Tasman, 75.5% were able to nominate the new 

limit.  The proportion of respondents in Break O’Day who correctly nominated the default 

speed limit (100km/h) also rose slightly, to 73.0%. 

 

It may be concluded that the introduction of the reduced speed limit in the Tasman 

municipality was associated with a constant high level of awareness of the prevailing speed 

limit. 
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 Attitude towards the current limit 

 
 Baseline survey Twelve-month survey 

Tasman Break O’Day Tasman Break O’Day 

Do you think 100km/h/90 

km/h on most rural roads 

is an appropriate speed 

limit? 

  

  

Yes 
100 130 141 152 

  
50.0% 65.0% 70.5% 76.0% 

No 
83 56 50 43 

    
41.5% 28.0% 25.0% 21.5% 

  Unsure 
17 14 9 5 

    
8.5% 7.0% 4.5% 2.5% 

Total 200 200 200 200 

  100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 

 

Comment:  

 

In the baseline survey, at least one-half of respondents in the Tasman and Break O’Day 

municipalities considered the prevailing speed limit of 100 km/h on sealed rural roads to be 

appropriate (50.0% and 65.0%, respectively).  

 

When the limit was reduced to 90 km/h in Tasman, 70.5% of respondents considered the new 

limit to be appropriate - compared to 76.0% of respondents in Break O’Day who viewed the 

unchanged limit of 100 km/h as appropriate. 

 

It may be concluded that the introduction of the reduced speed limit in the Tasman 

municipality was associated with an indicative increase in community acceptance, relative to 

trends in the Break O’Day municipality.  However, the increase was not statistically 

significant and the absolute level of acceptance of the prevailing speed limit in the latter 

municipality remained somewhat higher. 
 

 Desired direction of change for the current limit 

 
 Baseline survey Twelve-month survey 

Tasman Break O’Day Tasman Break O’Day 

Do you think that the 

maximum speed limit on 

most rural roads should be 

higher or lower than at 

present? 

  

  

  

Higher 
1 9 28 8 

  
1.2% 16.1% 56.0% 18.6% 

Lower 
80 45 20 35 

  
96.4% 80.4% 40.0% 81.4% 

  Unsure 
2 2 2 0 

    
2.4% 3.6% 4.0% 0.0% 

Total 83 56 50 43 

  100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 

 

Comment:  

Of those Tasman respondents who considered the new 90 km/h limit to be inappropriate, 

40.0% favoured the limit being lowered (compared to 81.4% of Break O’Day respondents 

who wanted the 100 km/h limit to be lower).  

 

Overall, 80.5% of all respondents in the Tasman municipality either supported the 

introduction of the reduced speed limit or wanted further reductions. 


