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 GENERAL AWARENESS !
. AND EDUCATION

A major component of the community road safety
activity conducted by DIER’s Road Safety Operations
Branch is a coordinated Community Awareness and
Education program. The primary objectives of this
program are to:

* raise awareness of key road safety issues as identified
in the TRSS

* educate / re-educate road users on safe driving
practices

* develop and reinforce positive driver attitudes

* engage difficult-to-reach audiences, vulnerable road
users and high risk drivers

* complement and reinforce state-wide campaign
messages of the Road Safety Advisory Council (RSAC)
at the grass roots community level

» foster widespread community ownership of road
safety issues

Where possible, CRSP General Awareness / Education
activities are designed to complement the timing of
major campaigns conducted by the Road Safety Advisory

Council (RSAC). For example, speeding and safety
around school zones is a focus when schools return in
February and inattention and fatigue are the focus prior
to public holiday long weekends. At football finals times
and the pre-Christmas period drink driving will be the
theme, while driving to conditions is emphasised in the
winter months.

Also, CRSP activities aim to complement RSAC road
safety messages by adapting them to incorporate the
culture of the local environment ie., applying the messages
by including, for example, local photos, naming local roads
and using endorsements by community ‘champions’.



‘O Week’ at the University of Tasmania is a popular event for free
breath testing.

GETTING THE CRSP MESSAGES OUT

A range of delivery modes are used by CRSP communities
to ‘reach’ a cross section of community members. These
modes vary from community to community and include
a range of strategies. These include:

* Discussions and presentations engaging
community members

e Community newspapers / newsletters and
school bulletins to parents

Community road safety articles commonly feature in the
major regional newspapers. A wide network of local
community newspapers and newsletters also support the
delivery of road safety messages across a large number
of Tasmanian townships and districts. These include
publications such as the Bagdad News, Campania News
Circular Head Chronicle, Country Courier (Northern
Midlands), Eastern Shore Sun, Great Oyster Bay
Community News, Central Coast Courier (Triabunna),
East Coast News, Bicheno Forward, Kentish Chronicle,
King Island Courier, Meander Valley News, Lilydale
Progressive and Southern Midlands News,.

Hobart College crashed car display

e Community noticeboards and billboards

* Local community radio

Community radio stations such as Star FM (East Coast),
Tamar FM and 97.1 MidFM (Oatlands)

e Council publications

Many of the participating CRSP Councils produce
notices, newsletters and newspapers which are used
to comunicate important local road safety news and
key messages at focus times of the year. These include
publications such as Brighton Community News, Capital
City News (Hobart), Glenorchy Gazette, Sea Speak
(Glamorgan Spring Bay), the Beacon (West Tamar) and
the Launceston Community Safety Handbook.
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* Local websites and email networks

A number of community organisations are providing
road safety messages to their networks using electronic
communication strategies. Email messages are commonly
used to distribute important road safety information to
CRSP networks. Several Councils have also dedicated
space on websites to promote CRSP activities.

In 2010 the Kentish Council developed an innovative
brochure promoting POls, which are ‘points of interest’
for GPS navigators. The POls can be downloaded onto
tourists’ GPS navigators, to provide specific information
about high road kill areas and thereby lessen wildlife
strikes and improve road safety.

* Variable message board display trailers
¢ Posters in businesses, clubs and hotels

e Community events and displays

Circular Head CRSP has conducted several information
sessions on standard drinks using the fatal vision goggles
and breath testers, with the aim of raising awareness of the
dangers and consequences associated with drink driving.
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Yvonne Stone and Deb Mainwaring (Council) and Bryan Green MP at the
Circular Head Show

Fiona Barrett and Allison Bone of the Huon Valley Council promote road
safety to local youth

Scarecrows promote safety

Tasman, Glamorgan Spring Bay and Sorell CRSP networks
became involved with a Rural Health Week ‘Scarecrow’
project in 2009. The project aimed to raise awareness
about rural safety issues by engaging community groups
and individuals to build scarecrows and display relevant
safety messages along roadsides and at prominent
locations in the community. Road safety was a consistent
theme throughout.



