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What you will find in this information sheet:

1.  General Information

2.  About the Vehicle Status

 » How do I have my vehicle recorded as a Hire and Drive vehicle?

 » Can I remove Hire and Drive status from my vehicle?

3.  Accreditation

 » As a Hire and Drive passenger service operator, do I need to be accredited?

4.  Vehicle Inspection

 » Does my Hire and Drive vehicle need to be inspected?

5.  Application Form and Fees

 » Addition or removal of Passenger Vehicle and / or Hire and Drive registration status

 » Application for accreditation

6.  Further Information

1.  General Information

A passenger vehicle that is let or rented for hire to be driven by the hirer must be registered as a Hire 
and Drive vehicle. This is to ensure that the correct Motor Accidents Insurance Board (MAIB) insurance 
premium class is allocated, and to prompt regular inspection where required. 

Hire and Drive vehicles do not require a separate licence. Hire and Drive status will be signified by MAIB 
premium class 8 being allocated on the vehicle registration record.

Vehicles used to carry goods, such as:

• single-cab utilities
• vans
• trucks

are not required to be registered as Hire and Drive vehicles, even if they are hired out to be driven by the 
hirer.

However, a dual-cab utility, camper van or mobile home that is let or rented for hire is regarded as having 
a primary purpose of carrying passengers, and therefore is required to be registered as a Hire and Drive 
vehicle.
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2.  About the Vehicle Status

a.   How do I have my vehicle registered as a Hire and Drive vehicle?

The registered operator of the vehicle should visit Service Tasmania to have the vehicle’s registration 
status adjusted to class 8 MAIB premium.  

No specific application document to add MAIB premium is required.  However, a Hire and Drive 
inspection report may need to be provided - see sections 4 and 5 below.

b.   Can I remove Hire and Drive status from my vehicle?

Yes – if the vehicle is no longer used for hire and drive purposes, the registered operator of the vehicle 
may request at Service Tasmania, or email TES@stategrowth.tas.gov.au, to have the vehicle’s Hire and 
Drive registration status removed.  A refund of the difference in MAIB premium may be applicable.

No specific application document to remove MAIB premium is required. 

3.  Accreditation

a.   As a Hire and Drive operator, do I need to be accredited?

Yes - all persons providing a Hire and Drive passenger service must be accredited by the Transport 
Commission. 

An accredited passenger transport service operator may hire a vehicle to another accredited passenger 
transport services operator without the need to also be separately accredited to provide a Hire and Drive 
passenger service.

If, however, an accredited passenger transport service operator hires one of their vehicles to a member 
of the public acting in a private capacity, the operator must also hold separate Hire and Drive passenger 
service accreditation.

The Department has developed an accreditation manual for Hire and Drive operators, which details 
requirements of operators and vehicles. 

4.   Vehicle Inspection

a.   Does my Hire and Drive vehicle need to be inspected?

If the Hire and Drive vehicle has less than 10 seats and:

• is less than 3 years old, it is not required to be inspected (other than its initial registration 
inspection) until it reaches 3 years of age; or

• is greater than 3 years but less than 15 years old, it must be inspected every 12 months; or
• is more than 15 years old, it must be inspected every 6 months.

If the Hire and Drive vehicle has 10 or more seats and:

• is less than 12 months old, it must have an initial inspection; or
• is more than 12 months old but less than 15 years old, it must be inspected every 12 months; or
• is more than 15 years old, it must be inspected every 6 months.
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All inspections of Hire and Drive vehicles are carried out by an Authorised Inspection Station (AIS).

Inspection fees are payable to the AIS.

5.  Application Form and Fees

a.   Addition or removal of Hire and Drive registration status

The registered operator of the vehicle should visit Service Tasmania to have the vehicle’s registration 
premium adjusted.  No specific application document to change MAIB premium is required. 

However, a current Hire and Drive inspection report may need to be provided – see section 4 above – 
before the vehicle can be registered as a Hire and Drive:

• If the vehicle is over 4.5 t GVM, a replacement registration certificate and label will be sent to the 
registered operator.

• If adding hire and drive status to the vehicle, additional MAIB premium costs may need to be paid.
• When hire and drive status is removed from the vehicle, a refund of the difference in MAIB 

premium may be applicable – see section 2b above.

b.   Application for accreditation

• Application forms, manuals and guides are available from the Department’s website. The Hire and 
Drive Accreditation Guide contains the application form.

• A person, incorporated body, unincorporated body or partnership is eligible to apply for 
accreditation.

• An applicant for accreditation that is not an individual must nominate a person as the Responsible 
Person for the purposes of accreditation. A person nominated must be:

 » an officer or employee in the case of an incorporated body; or 

 » a member in the case of an unincorporated body; or 

 » a partner in the case of a partnership.

• A National Police Certificate (NPC) for the individual applicant or the accredited operator’s 
nominated Responsible Person is required to be submitted with an application for accreditation 
(or if that person changes), and every subsequent 3 years.  An application for an NPC is available 
from any Police Station or Service Tasmania shop.  Fees may apply.

• Completed application forms should be lodged, with the application fee, at a Service Tasmania 
shop.

• You will be notified in writing of the outcome of your application.

5.  Further Information

This information sheet is one in a series of information sheets listed below that provide further detail on 
a range of passenger transport matters. This information can be accessed from the Department’s website. 
Copies of the information sheets are available from Service Tasmania shops or by calling 1300 135 513.
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Other information sheets available are:

• Large Passenger Vehicles    
• Passenger Transport Services Operator Accreditaiton
• Taxi, Luxury Hire Car and Restricted Hire Vehicles
• Review of Decisions Under Passenger Transport Legislation 
• Vehicle Inspections.

More detailed information on the legislation relevant to Hire and Drive vehicles can be found below:

• Passenger Transport Services Act 2011
• Vehicle and Traffic Act 1999
• Taxi and Hire Vehicle Industries Act 2008

ENQUIRIES

Email operator.accreditation@stategrowth.tas.gov.au 

Phone 1300 135 513

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2011-059
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1999-070
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2008-030
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