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About the project 

The Bass Highway – Leith Overpass Project was initiated from community concerns regarding the safety of accessing 

and crossing the Bass Highway from Braddons Lookout Road and Short Street.  

A proposed overpass was put to the community as the most effective option for improving safety at the Leith 

junctions. 

Community consultation on two overpass options began in July and August 2021 when the options were presented 

to the community for feedback.  

What we did 

The Department of State Growth originally consulted on the Bass Highway Leith Overpass project in 2018. A 

second consultation began in July 2021.  

The options presented to the community were:  

• overpass without ramps (overpass between Bridge Street and Leith Road)  

• overpass with ramps (overpass between Bridge Street and Leith Road, with ramps included for access on to 

and off the highway).  

Community consultation followed meetings held in March 2021 with landowners who would be potentially impacted 

by acquisition if an overpass was constructed. The overpass with ramps would potentially require full acquisition of 2 

homes and 1 vacant block of land. Both overpass options would require partial (land) acquisition from several 

properties.   



During consultation, key stakeholders and members of the community were asked which overpass option they 

preferred, and if there were any other solutions they would like considered.  

How we communicated 

The consultation was open from Friday, 23 July 2021 to Wednesday, 11 August 2021 and included 7 public 

consultation sessions over 2 days at Turners Beach Hall, 4 pop-up sessions (2 in Burnie, 1 in Sassafras and 1 in 

Devonport), and 2 static public displays at Burnie City Council and Central Coast Council. The project information 

was also available on the Department of State Growth’s Transport webpage. Opportunities to provide feedback by 

email and phone were provided. The community was advised of the consultation by the following methods: 

• letters were mailed to residents and businesses at Leith, Turners Beach, Lillico and Forth 

• targeted Facebook posts promoted the online engagement opportunity 

• a media release explained the project and how people could get involved 

• a Public Notice was placed in The Advocate 

• emails were sent to people and stakeholders on the project mailing list. 

 

Outcomes  

The consultation demonstrated there was not widespread support for the options proposed, and the community 

feedback included concerns about the cost of the overpass and its impact on nearby properties. 

Next Steps  

Based on the community feedback, we will pursue other options to improve access to the highway from two existing 

junctions.  

Instead of building a grade-separated overpass, the highway junctions with Short Street and Braddons Lookout Road 

will be improved to make it easier and safer for vehicles to enter the highway. 

Junction upgrades will include: 

• Provision of chevron line-marking to separate turning traffic (turning left into Braddons Lookout Road or Short 

Street) from through Bass Highway traffic to improve visibility of oncoming traffic for those turning right out of 

the junctions. Minor widening of the Bass Highway will be required to provide this treatment.  

• Provision of a median island to separate turning traffic (right out of Braddons Lookout Road or Short Street) 

from through traffic (Bass Highway)  

The Department of State Growth will provide more information about these upgrades in early 2022 and will be 

seeking the feedback from the community on the final design. 

An overpass remains the most effective option for improving safety, however in response to the community 

feedback the immediate focus is on intersection upgrades. 

We will also continue to monitor traffic conditions and safety to ensure the risk of crashes is mitigated. 


